
“Freedom is a fragile thing and is never more than one  
Generation away from extinction. It is not ours by  
inheritance; it must be fought for and defended constantly by 
each generation, for it comes only once to a people. Those 
who have known freedom and lost it, have never known it 
again.”   
                                                             — Ronald Reagan 

We Remember 
The Battle of Exercise Tiger 

April 28, 1944 
Walking the beautiful town square of downtown Mexico, Missouri, 
visitors are astonished to see a ship’s anchor permanently mounted 
on display at the northwest corner of the Audrain County Court-
house lawn. This anchor is on permanent loan to the Exercise Tiger 
Association for the National Exercise Tiger Army & Navy Anchor 
Memorial. It serves as a reminder of the sacrifice that more than 
200 Missourians made during World War II as American soldiers 
and sailors prepared to help liberate France from the Germans. 

LST 289 after the battle of 
Exercise Tiger 

Exercise Tiger 
Army & Navy Anchor Memorial 
at Audrain County Courthouse, 

Mexico, Missouri. 

National Exercise Tiger Association 

Adopted Servicemen & Women 
National Awards Banquet 

September 12, 2008 
Boone Tavern & Restaurant 

Columbia, MO 



THE EXERCISE TIGER ASSOCIATION’S 
Adopted Servicemen & Women Program 

 
The “Adopted Servicemen & Women” Program is an annual 
event for the state of Missouri.   It began in 1999 as the 
“Adopt An Airman” program and honored 4 airmen and 
NCOs as well as the Company Grade Officer of the Quarter 
from the United States Air Force Air Combat Command’s 
509th Bomb Wing.  The program was met with outstanding 
support from Columbia and surrounding mid-Missouri 
communities and businesses.  In 2000,  the program was  
expanded to honor ALL branches of military service.  
 
As long as there is a need for our armed forces to serve, 
there is a need to honor those who are routinely placed in 
harm’s way. It is truly an honor to recognize the individual 
efforts of enlisted NCOs and the personnel of the United 
States military, Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast 
Guard.  
 
The Association began to recognize those who serve and  
protect us here at home by including police officers and  
firefighters in 2001 after the national trauma and bombing 
of the World Trade Center and Twin Towers on September 
11th. In times of conflict and during peace, our military, 
 police and firefighters are always ready to serve.  The  
Missouri chapter of the Exercise Tiger Association is  
proud to co-sponsor this program with other state and  
national  entities. 
 
“No man is entitled to the blessings of freedom unless he 
be vigilant in its preservation.” 

                                                  



As We Remember…. 



Exercise Tiger Awards cont. 



The Exercise Tiger Association’s  
Adopt A Servicemen and Women Awards Ceremony 

~Sequence of Events~ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
                                        ~ Music ~             Recognition by Missouri Governor Matt Blunt 
                        Steve Meyerhardt                             BR GEN Craig McCord, MOANG  
                                                                                                                                                   
                     ~Introduction of VIP’s and Honored Guests ~                                                   Recognition by US Congressman Kenny Hulshof 
            Tri-Service ROTC Sabre Arch Ritual Entry                                                                       Tim Freeman, District Director for Congressman Hulshof 
                            University of Missouri Army ROTC 
                 University of Missouri Navy ROTC                                                                              Remarks by Columbia Police Department        
  University of Missouri Air Force ROTC                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                    ~Presentation of Tiger Awards~ 
                                          ~Welcome~                                                                                                    Adopted Servicemen & Women 
                                    Columbia City Official                                                                                           Legislator of the Year Award 
                              Police Cadet Award  
        ~The Lord’s Prayer~                           Alexander Toth Scholarship 
            Steve Meyerhardt                         Outstanding Educator 
                                                           Missouri Director’s Award 
            ~ Invocation ~                             Spirit of Patriotism & Tiger  
           Reverend John Kerr                                                                                    Military Community Relations Award 
                                                                                                      MSGT Wm Jackson Memorial Trophy  
                ~Dinner~                                                                                    Exercise Tiger Unit Awards 
                   
                     ~Awards, Recognition and Remarks~                                                                  Recognition by Lt. General Bradley             
                                                                                                                              COL Anthony D.  Johnson 442nd FW Vice Commander  
          Master of Ceremonies                                                                                                                                                                      
             Susan Haines, National Associate Director                                                          Recognition of Secretary of the Navy 
                                                                                                                                          Capt. Robert Wilson, Jr., Commander UMC Navy ROTC    
                                  Selection Committee  
         MSgt. Don Daly, USAFR (r) Missouri State Director                                                  Recognition by President George W. Bush  
                                                                                                  BR GEN George B. Forsythe USA (r) 
       Remarks by Exercise Tiger National Foundation Dir 
                 Walt Domanski, Executive National Director                                         Pat Kerr, Veterans’ Ombudsman~ 
                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                 Benediction  &  Closing Song 
                                                                                                                                      Reverend John Kerr 
                                                                                                                                             America The Beautiful  by  Steve Meyerhardt        
                                                                                       
             
           



Dr. George B. "Barney" Forsythe was born at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.  He 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the United States Military Academy 
at West Point, and an M.A.C.T. degree in Social Psychology and a Ph.D. in 
Education from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.   
 
Dr. Forsythe was appointed as the 20th President of Westminster College in 
February 2008, after serving as Acting President since October 2007.  He came 
to the College in 2005 as Senior Vice President of the College and Dean of Fac-
ulty following his retirement from the United States Army in the grade of Briga-
dier General after 35 years of commissioned service.   
 
Prior to joining the Westminster community, he served at the U. S. Military 
Academy as the Vice Dean for Education for nine years.  From 1977 to 1980, he 
was an instructor and assistant professor in the Department of Behavioral Sci-
ences and Leadership at the West Point.  He returned to the Military Academy in 
1984 as an associate professor and was promoted to Professor of Psychology 
and Leadership in 1991.  In 1991 he founded the Center for Leadership and Or-
ganizations Research served as the center director until 1996.  From 1994 to 
June, 1996, he served on the Dean's staff as the Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs.  His teaching includes undergraduate and graduate courses in leader-
ship, education, research methods, and human development.   
 
Dr. Forsythe's scholarly achievements comprise over forty publications and 
presentations (including one university-press book, ten book chapters, and ten 
peer-reviewed journal articles) on leadership and student development, post-
secondary education, and assessment.  He has received three awards for Best 
Paper by an Established Investigator from the Division on Education in the Pro-
fessions of the American Educational Research Association.  His current re-
search involves leadership development, college student development, and as-
sessment. 
 
Dr. Forsythe has extensive consulting experience in the areas of higher educa-
tion and leadership development.  He has consulted with faculty at numerous 
colleges and universities on curriculum design and program assessment.  He 
developed a leadership program for the Military Academy in Bangladesh, ad-
vised the Los Angeles Police Department on leadership training and develop-
ment, and most recently led an international team that developed the concept 
plan for the National Military Academy of Afghanistan.   
 
He and his wife, Jane, have grown children, Jennifer and Bryant, and two grand-
sons, Gavin and Graham.  Jane is a retired pre-school teacher.  They make their 
home in Fulton, Missouri. 

~News About The Key Note Speaker~ 


